
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 4 May 2006] 

 p2231a-2231a 
Mr Terry Waldron 

 [1] 

BRIGADIER A.W. POTTS MEMORIAL STATUE 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [12.52 pm]:  Last Saturday I attended 
a wonderful event in Kojonup in my electorate to launch the Brigadier A.W. Potts memorial statue project and 
fundraising appeal.  Brigadier Potts, or “Pottsy” as he was affectionately known, lived and farmed in Kojonup 
and was an outstanding and decorated soldier in World War I and an outstanding brigadier in World War II.  
During World War II, against the orders of his superiors, he and his troops fought the successful retreat battle on 
the Kokoda Track that resulted in an Allied victory and saved the strategic port of Port Moresby and possibly 
Australia.  He was a fine soldier and leader, a strong independent man and an outstanding public citizen.   
I congratulate Eric Wright and his committee for this outstanding project, which will see Pottsy’s statue and 
memorial strategically positioned in Lions Park in Kojonup, right on busy Albany Highway.  I also congratulate 
the committee for a great project launch.  Some 400-plus people gathered at the Kojonup hall last Saturday.  
Locals, ex-residents, families, Kokoda Track veterans, other veterans and many special guests were in 
attendance.  Highlights of the day were the outstanding addresses from committee chairman, Eric Wright; 
author, Bill Edgar; Kokoda Track veteran, Keith Norrish; and former Premier Sir Charles Court, who, at 94 years 
of age, gave a truly memorable address and received a standing ovation from an enthusiastic and appreciative 
crowd.  I again congratulate the committee, the community of Kojonup and everyone who was involved for 
ensuring that the acknowledgment and memory of Brigadier Potts is there for us and for future generations.  It is 
a great project by a great community for a great man.   
 


